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Consciousness and Cognition

PSYCHOLOGY 180H

Instructor:  William Banks, wbanks@pomona.edu

Office:  Mason 103A

Contact Numbers:  18418 or 72227 (on campus); (323) 912-1197 (home)

Office Hours:  1: 00 pm to 2:00 PM, M, Tu, W; 11AM Th, and by appointment.

Meeting Time:  Friday 1:15 pm to  4:00 pm.

Location: Mason 105a

TA: David Barack, dbarack@yahoo.com

Texts:

Ramachandran, V. S., and S. Blakeslee (1999) Phantoms in the Brain. NY: Quill.

Baars, B. J., W. P. Banks, and J. B. Newman. (2003) Essential Sources in the Scientific Study of Consciousness. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Banks, W. P. & Farber, I. (2002) Consciousness. In Experimental Psychology, pp. 3-31, Volume 4 of the Wiley Comprehensive Handbook of Psychology. New York: Wiley.

And copies of articles distributed in class.

I.  MAJOR GOALS:

1.  To conclude the semester with an understanding of the current state of knowledge of consciousness.

2.  To find for each student an area of concentration within the field that will lead to a productive empirical or theoretical term project. Planning a project should start at the beginning of the semester.

3.  To provide a basis for understanding and criticizing current and subsequent developments in the field, whether in philosophy, neuroscience, or psychology.

II.  ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE:

This course will have three modules.  The first module will cover the material in Ramachandran and Blakeslee for two meetings (September 12, 19) and other topics on September 26. We will all read the entire book, and individuals or pairs will serve as discussion leaders of topics within the book. The discussion leaders will provide an outline of the material covered and questions for class discussion. 

For September 26 we will read the Banks and Farber article and have group reports on the following topics. The numbers refer to chapters in the Baars, et al. Book:

Visual consciousness: 3, 4, 6;

Attention and consciousness: 14, 20, 39;

Working memory: 25, 27;

Unconscious processing: 34, 44, 47;

Sleep -- you choose (there are a number of different articles on this topic).

The second module (October 3, 10, 24, and 31) will concentrate on specific research areas in the Baars, et al. book. We will cover topics from Ramachandran and Blakeslee in more depth, and we will treat areas such as memory and amnesia, neural correlates of consciousness, binding, and attention that are not featured in Ramachandran and Blakeslee. These areas will also be presented by groups, and will be chosen in class discussion in earlier meetings. Presenters will provide outlines and questions to promote discussion. October 17 is defined as a reading period, with no class meeting. The week of October 13-16 is a good time for individual meetings with the professor to discuss term projects.

The third module (November 7, 14, and 21) will be devoted to discussing and finalizing term projects. November 7 will be entirely student-run because Banks will be at a conference.

These classes can be considered research group meetings.  The class will contribute their thoughts to the projects in what is essentially a brainstorming session – not different, incidentally, from the brainstorming it is hoped will be a feature of the class through the semester. Each person or group should have a handout for the class to focus the discussion on the project at hand.

The last two class meetings (December 5 and 12) will be devoted to convention-style presentations of the projects, approximately 20-30 min in length, with time for discussion and questions. The written version of the project is due on the day assigned for the final exam, and it should be written in APA format if it is an experimental report.

I will do my best to keep to this schedule, but it may turn out that we need to spend more or less time on some topics and may change the schedule.

III. LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS:

1.  Class participation:  

Class participation is essential in a seminar class, and this course in particular is discussion-based. Weekly attendance and punctuality are expected as well as full participation.  Students are to let the instructor know in advance if they are to miss or be late to class.  I encourage students not to be absent from the class meetings, for the quality and success of the class will depend upon everyone’s full participation.  More than two absences from the class will result in a lowered grade. 

Good performance in class participation includes careful listening as well as talking, sensitive and productive responding to others, critically evaluating arguments, and accepting a motive to problem-solve and advance the discussion. Constructive conversation is a skill that is rewarding and worth developing – and often the best way to learn and to generate creative outcomes. A good group discussion can create something that is more than the sum of its parts.

2.  Class presentations:  

All students will be expected to do at least two in-class presentations based upon the readings.  These can be in any format, as creative as students wish, but must include the following:


a.  outline of presentation for class;


b.  questions or ideas to promote class discussion;


c.  visuals, physical demonstrations, videos, reprints as appropriate; be creative.

Those giving the presentations will be in charge of the class during the discussion. The professor will be just another participant. Grades will be based on peer review of organization, content, discussion, and style. 

All students will give a convention-style presentation of their term project at the end of the semester.

3.  Written assignments: 

Outlines and discussion points will be handed in and included in the overall evaluation of the presentations.

The term project will be in APA form, if appropriate. Empirical papers should be concise and in the model of a journal article. Theoretical papers should follow the model of Psychological Review, or of an appropriate philosophical journal. A due date for a formal one-page proposal will be announced, but the proposal can be put forth for comment at any time in the semester. A due date for a draft of the term project will also be announced. Neither the proposal nor the draft will be graded.

4.  Exams:  

There will be no exams.  

5. Grading

I consider my role here to teach, not to assign grades. Nevertheless, it is helpful to have an explicit system. The specific points for each of the activities are broken down as follows:


Class participation 


300 


Class presentations


300 (peer comments included in the grade)


Project presentation


100 (peer comments included in the grade)


Term paper



300





TOTAL
1000

Grades are computed as follows:

930 to1000 -- A; 929 to 900 will be -- A-; 899 to 870 -- B+; 869 to 830 -- B; 829 to 800 -- B-;

799 to 770 -- C+; 769 to 730 -- C; 729 to 700 -- C-; 699 to 670 -- D+; below that: don’t go there.  

Outstanding performance in any area can, as in real life, count for more than the maximum points accorded to that category.

